July 2019

Dear Parents and Guardians.

Welcome to the summer edition of the Ercall Wood Academy Newsletter. I hope we get that mini heat wave the media keeps promising sometime soon.

It was with both pride and sadness that I attended our Class of 2019 Leavers Prom. Mrs Hasenauer did a fantastic job
of organising the event and the venue and the pupils looked fabulous. I was particularly impressed with the attitude of
the pupils. The respect they showed the staff, and each other, meant we could all relax and enjoy the atmosphere.
There was not one single issue and the pupils were a credit to the school. I will miss having them around.

I shall look forward to seeing them all again in August when they will collect their results. I wish them all the best.
However, regardless of the outcome, we are very pleased with the young men and women they have become. They
have tried hard and should enjoy the exciting opportunities they now have.

We welcomed the New Year 7 students this term. We are again full in September, reflecting the great reputation we
have established. The pupils had 3 days of school based activity. Our new cohort of Peer Mentors supported them
very effectively. I can safely say the new pupils have overcome any fears they may have had about secondary school.
Many didn’t want to leave to return to their primary school.

We have recently appointed our new Prefect team. Miss Morley put together a very rigorous application and vetting
process and pupils had to apply for the job, outlining their suitability for the job. All were required to have references
and support from staff. The strongest applicants were then interviewed using the same process we use to appoint colleagues.

Places on the team are difficult to secure, so congratulations to all the successful prefects. In particular our Senior Prefect team; Ella Chatterton (Head Student), Xyra Van Der Merwe (Deputy Head Student), William Bradley, Katie Cooper,
Zaynab Khan, Djalece Van Der Merwe (Senior Prefects).

This time of year coincides with many changes in the life of a school. One that is inevitable but never fails to take me
by surprise is staff leaving Ercall Wood. We will have to say goodbye to 3 colleagues this year. Mr White (Maths) and
Mr Hamilton (Maths). I would like to make a special mention of Mrs Graham who has been feeding us all for almost 18
years, not only providing a great menu (fish and chip Friday, my favourite) but also always being prepared to go out of
her way to help us out, a true unsung hero, I cannot thank her enough and I will miss her immensely. Please join me in
wishing all of our colleagues the best of luck in the future.

Thank you all for your ongoing support, working together to drive the school from strength to strength.

I hope you all get opportunity to enjoy the summer together and get some rest. I shall look forward to seeing all of our
pupils in September.

Warmest regards

Chay Davis

Well after 10 years of trying we finally won a major trophy in
football. Tonight our year 7/8 boys football team did us proud
against fellow Trust friends Charlton. The final score was 5-3 to
us with Chace Clifton scoring 3, Lucas McClelland 1 and an own
goal. The lads were a credit to the school with their attitude,
effort and resilience being exceptional. When I joined Ercall
Wood in 2009 we used to get no more than 15 lads from each
year group at training as the year groups were approximately
100 students. We used to lose every game by more than 5 and I
never thought this would happen. To be the best year 8 team in
Shropshire is a huge achievement by this group of boys who I’m
proud to manage. The growth of Ercall Wood PE is not only a
reflection of my amazing department but a reflection of all the staff who have contributed to creating positive relationships with all of
our students. I know some of you are thinking ‘stop now Will, it’s only a game of football’, well it’s not. I’ve lost count of the amount of
staff from all over Shropshire who have said to me that we must be a good school as you’re doing well now. We are a good school and
our kids are amazing!!

CHAMPIONS!

Superb performance by the year 7 boys football team who beat Thomas Telford C team in the TWSSA plate
semi-final. We now play Idsall A team in the final.
Final score was 4-2 to us with Captain Bayley Jones scoring all 4 goals and an own goal!! All the boys were
absolutely brilliant. Thanks to all the staff who came out and supported.

Well that was an eventful afternoon/evening. The year 7 boys
played in the first Telford plate final against Idsall in very warm
conditions. Our boys had more support than Telford United with
the year 8 squad supporting/waiting to play, a bench full of teaching staff who had kindly come up after work and plenty of family
there as well. Idsall were a very strong side who really pushed us
to the limit although we stayed strong and at full time the score
was still 0-0. Both teams had good chances but just couldn’t find
the back of the net. Our captain hit the bar and post in one shot
after 20 minutes from about 30 yards out and Luca Drummond hit
the rebound over the bar from 5 yards. In the last minute of full
time Idsall rattling the crossbar as well so I think a draw was a fair
result. As it was a cup final extra time and penalties followed. The
tension was high and our boys were extremely nervous going into
the penalty shoot out. The final score was 0-0 and then it was a
penalty shoot out. It went to 3-3 and then sudden death with
Ercall being the winners!
Our Year 9 Rounders team who defeated
Idsall and Madeley Academy in a recent
tournament.

On Wednesday 3rd July we held the annual PE Awards Evening for years 7-11. The night was split up into
two separate presentations with the 7-8’s at 5.30pm and 9-10-11’s at 7pm. We had special guest and
Olympic Bronze Medallist Gymnast Kristian Thomas to present the awards and do an inspirational talk to
the students. We were also very lucky to have former student Kai Owen attend the first presentation.
Kai has recently broke into the England U20 Rugby Squad and has just come back from playing in Argentina which we are immensely proud of him for doing. Kai brought back his England shirt and presented it
to us on the night which we will frame and put in the PE area as soon as possible. Both presentations
were well attended and I would like to thank everyone for coming and supporting the students and our
department. The awards went to the following:
Year 7 Boy Sports Person of the year – Jasvir Takhar
Year 7 Girl Sports Person of the year – Amelia Smith
Year 8 Boy Sports Person of the year – Euan Riddell
Year 8 Girl Sports Person of the year – Kelebogile Mzizi
Year 9 Boy Sports Person of the year – Thomas Wyld
Year 9 Girl Sports Person of the year – Amber Lewis
Year 10 Boy Sports Person of the year – Harvey Espley
Year 10 Girl Sports Person of the year – Xyra and Djalece Van Der Merve
Year 11 Boy Sports Person of the year – Jude Lother
Year 11 Girl Sports Person of the year – Sydney Cattell
Georgia Williams Trust awards –
Year 7/8 – Elliott Ward
Year 9/10/11 – Maddison Richardson
Head of PE commendations –
Year 7 - Tom Humphreys
Year 7 – Mickie Fynn
Year 8 – Nia Knussen
Year 10 – Jamie Hireson
Year 11 – Corey Jackson and Elijah Ketteringham
HUGE thanks to everyone who helped make the evening such a success. My team, staff who helped on
the night, Friends of Ercall Wood for putting on refreshments, Will Bradley on lights and sound, the PE
sports prefects from year 10 who were amazing on the night, the special guests and finally the truly
lovely people who are Steve and Lynnette Williams who presented the Georgia awards.
Regards
Will

Eve Ward-Bevan (year 9) and Jennifer
Morrow (year 7) swam the great north
swim in lake Windermere on Sunday 9th
June 2019 along with other members of
Wellington swimming club, so far raising

'Great Learning Community Trust Banquet19th June 2019
The Great Learning Trust Banquet was held at Ercall Wood on Wednesday19th June which was the final chapter in a competition held across all schools
in the Trust which began in November. Thirty students initially took part by designing a three course meal fit for a Banquet for less than £20, in two
hours, the top nine then competed against each other on the 27th March at Ercall Wood where four judges selected the final menu for the Banquet.
The final Banquet meal was:
Menu
Starters
Baby button mushrooms in a cream and garlic sauce, served with crusty bread
By Abigail Ringer Ercall Wood
Or
Sweet Potato and Carrot Soup served with croutons
By Tyler Laming Queensway
Mains
Jamaican Roast chicken with Rice & Gravy
By Demika Clarke-Cole HLC
Or
Teriyaki Tofu with Creamy Chickpea Curry
By Nerys Huxley Ercall Wood
Dessert
Lemon Posset with homemade Shortbread
By Jessica Hooper Charlton
Or
American pancakes with maple syrup
a chocolate hazelnut sauce and banana
Ice cream
By Koby Tranter Ercall Wood
Followed by Tea or Coffee
On Wednesday the 19th June, twelve students from across the Trust prepared, cooked and served the menu to 30 invited guests in the Charity Banquet
which raised £900 for the Severn Hospice and The Lingen Davies Appeal.

Thank you to John Denaro, who visited year 10 Artists to support
them with drawing A0 chalk pastel self-portraits. Our students
then showcased these during Art Evening

Well done to all of our students who
entered the Rotary Club of the Wrekin
PEACE poster competition.
Congratulations In particular to the
following who were placed:
Lola Moore (year 9)
Christian Tochila (year 8)

Jasmin Clarke (year 8)
Highly Commended-Charlotte Rowley (year 7)

KS3 Artist of the Summer Term:
ASHLEE DILKS 7O

KS4 Artist of the Summer Term:
Hadden Shirley 10R

MEXICAN STUDENTS VISIT ERCALL WOOD

Full story can be found on the Shropshire star website
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/local-hubs/telford/2019/05/06/

Moving House? Changing
Phone Number?
Please keep the school up to date
by contacting Mrs T. Hoof on
01952 387303
Free School Meals
You may be entitled!
To find out if you are eligible for free school
meals please contact Mrs T. Hoof on 01952
387303

DANCE
Arts Evening

The dance students recently took part in arts evening on Thursday 4th July and put on a wide range of
performances. The theme of arts evening was ‘Community’. The dancers worked on learning a range of
dances including:
We Go Together / Hand jive from ‘Grease’
Be Our Guest from ‘Beauty and the beast’
Dancing fool from ‘Copacabana’
Unsteady
This year nines have recently just started GCSE Dance in September, and performed their first piece as
a class at arts evening too which was called ‘A Linha Curva’. This piece portrays the culture of Brazil and
the carnivals in Rio.

Dance Fest
Due to the school recently joining the Learning Community Trust; ourselves, HLC and Charlton School came together to put on a collective
dance show to showcase the work of all three schools. 22 dancers from
Ercall Wood took part in an all-day dress rehearsal at Oakengates Theatre to then proceed to take part in a performance in the evening. The
pupils excelled in their dance and performance skills at Dance Fest and
they all came together to give a fantastic performance.

LCT Collective Dance

‘Dance Fest’ opened with a lyrical dance piece to Dear Evan Hansen’s ‘You’ve been found’ which was performed
as a collective by 5 dancers from Ercall Wood, HLC and Charlton. The three schools came together for 3 rehearsals to learn and perform a piece together to open the show. The students worked extremely hard and
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work with students from other schools in the Learning Community
Trust.

DRAMA

Play in a Day

This term saw the launch of a new event that is likely to become a
regular in the drama calendar. I have thought for a while that
Arts Evening is not an ideal format for drama, so put my thinking
cap on to come up with a fun and challenging end of year drama
performance, and so the ‘play in a day’ idea was born. Mad though
it might sound, the idea is to stage a play from start to end, including making costumes, props and sound in just one mad-cap day.
I have also wanted to perform outside for a while, so the idea of a
play & a picnic came about. I mentioned the idea to my year 9 & 10 GCSE drama students and before I knew
it there were 40 students signed up to take part.
So... on July 11th the students met at 9am and were divided up into cast and designers for the morning to
stage and create everything that was needed for a 30 minute version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. My
thanks to Ms Foster for overseeing the designers while they produced prop daggers, wands and lanterns,
there was even a wall! And costumes for fairies, Athenians and the “rude mechanicals”, even the Lion.
At 5pm families and friends of the students involved turned up to be greeted by a fabulous buffet put on my
Mrs Taylor and the Year 10 GCSE Food and Nutrition students, after which they watched the performance in
our outside amphitheatre here at school.
My thanks to all those involved.
Performers: Lauren, Emily, Alix, Hannah, Ben, Jess M, Katie R, Harry, Jess S, Edan, Kiran, Kieran, Jo, Bekki,
Carys, Emma, Morgan, Katie M, Jack, Millie, Louise, Ethan, Amber, & Oliver.

Designers & Crew: Gus, Freddy,
Tilly, Emmie, Mia, Mckenzie,
Luke, Alasdair, Aidan, Abbey,
Ellouise, Tom, James, Honey,
George, Jess G & Alice.

MUSIC
The biggest arts evening to date took place on the 4th July this year
with songs, dances and art of the highest calibre. Once again Ercall
Wood students outdid themselves with their level of performance skill
and professionalism by producing garments and pictures, dancing and
singing in over 25 musical individual numbers.

Students have worked solidly for the summer term to
produce the numbers that were performed on Thursday
the 4th, with rehearsals taking place in most lunchtimes
and after school.
The number of students who took part this year eclipses the amount that have participated previously with
98 Ercall Wood students taking part in the Art, Music
and Dance accompanied by 25 students from HLC and
Charlton combined.

As always, our students excelled with songs from a wide
range of musicals like Hamilton, Finding Neverland, Wicked,
Grease, Oliver and The Greatest Showman as both soloists
and as an ensemble, showing remarkable teamwork and collaboration. Students performed to the highest level with
barrels of energy and enthusiasm which was later commented on by the headmaster and the audience alike.

Arts evening this year saw a huge contribution from the
school’s dance clubs and teams performing a huge plethora of
dances which showed considerable skill and a visually stunning
Also, this year saw the return of the school artists showcasing
both their self-portraits, as a product from a workshop in the
daytime with professional artist John Denaro, and their ‘Alice
in Wonderland’ themed upcycled garments.

This year’s arts evening was certainly a
resounding success with more students
taking part than ever before and showcasing a higher level of performance
than ever before. A fantastic pinnacle
to the arts week celebrations of 2019.
Roll on 2020.

As we start to wind down for the summer holidays, it’s been another successful term for the friends of Ercall
Wood.
We’ve supported every event we have been invited to, Thankyou to those members of staff who have included us
at their events.
The funds are still being raised and counted. We are yet to support the sports day which is always successful and
hope to have a healthy balance at the end of this term.
As always, it was great to see our year 11’s as we hosted their leavers breakfast. The Friends of Ercall Wood wish
them all the very best in their new ventures.
We also saw some very happy faces as we welcomed the new 2019 intake. Lots of fabulous feedback as well as a
mention from the senior leadership prefects who wish to improve the relationship between the school and the
friends. This is lovely to hear and shows how we are valued by our pupils.
Please remember that we are hosting our summer fete when we return in September. We are very excited to be
able to reach out to our community. We will be looking for a variety of volunteers, stall holders and muscle to
help to set up/pack away gazebos, first alders and an announcer for the day! Please get in touch if you are able to
offer some of your spare time by emailing us.
We also have a selection of school uniform which has been donated, washed and is ready for a new home. If this
is something you wish to consider using, please email the friends of Ercall Wood who will be happy to try to tailor
your requests confidentially.
few2dt@gmail.com
Here are a few snap shots of our leavers breakfast and new intake evening. A small selection of what we have
supported this term.

Lastly, I personally want to thank each and every one of our volunteers. We are all busy parents and volunteering
your time helps us to successfully raise the ever growing funds for our school. I have a fabulous team who are extremely supportive and hard working behind the scenes.
I would also like to thank the senior leadership team who always have a member of staff attending our meetings.
This helps to maintain the PTA/ teaching staff relationship and we have had tremendous support from the school
staff, Jeff and the cleaners who we bombard at cleaning up time!
Last of all thank you! Without your purchases of our tea, coffee and refreshments, we
could not consistently raise the funds for the school.
Enjoy the summer and see you in September (fete ready)!
Nikki
Chair of FEW

Ercall Wood Peer Mentoring Scheme and One to One Programme
2019-20

The transition from primary to secondary school is widely recognised as been one of the most daunting experiences during a
young person’s life. Going from being the oldest children in the school, to being the youngest, and very often the smallest can
be a very scary experience for children emotionally, and can also lead to detrimental effects on their behaviour, attendance
and attainment levels. To combat such issues in the transition of our new students, Ercall Wood Academy continues to offer
its effective and nationally recognised peer mentoring scheme. This year was no exception with over forty young people applying in writing for the role of peer mentor. Year nine students were then given the opportunity to demonstrate their effective communication skills by taking part in a formal interview; this was beneficial for them as they gained valuable interview
experience, along with enabling me to select the most suitable candidates. The successful twenty one peer mentors then
completed two half day training sessions, where we discussed and learnt how to remain non- judgemental in situations along
with listening skills and some role play. Confidentiality and communication skills were also discussed during the sessions.

Armed with their new skills the peer mentors along with myself and Miss Warrington have been visiting our feeder primary
schools over the past few weeks. The peer mentors have been describing what a typical day at Ercall Wood consists of, along
with answering the many varied questions that our new students wanted answers to. The peer mentors have shown their
commitment to the scheme by working and befriending our new students on the intake days and evening, empowering and
supporting them during this time. The peer mentors will be on hand at the beginning of the academic year when they will be
with the new year seven intake for the first day, ensuring that they feel safe in their new surroundings and spending time over
lunch and break time with them, should the year seven students feel they need such support. They will remain in contact with
the new year sevens by visiting the children on a weekly basis in their form rooms, building friendships and helping to resolve
any conflict should it arise. All the peer mentors this year will be offering a structured one to one mentor / mentee relationship within the school.

Ercall Wood continues to run a successful peer mentoring programme, which enables the peer mentors to further their social
development and problem solving skills, along with boosting their confidence. Peer mentoring has proved to help the new
students settle into school life much faster and become part of the Ercall Wood Community.

Their contribution to school life as a peer mentor is invaluable; this year’s peer mentors are Abigail Marshall, Orlagh Cooper,
Abigail Ringer, Jack W Evans, Rae Alexis Butterworth, Lily Meiklejohn, Ellie Davies, Harry Everson, Emilie Hatch, Hannah Braddock, Matilda Gaughan,, Emmelia Morgan, Erin Sturrock, Carys Corbett, Megan Axon, Thomas Wyld, Manu Antwi, Leah Ruscoe, Charlotte Black, Olivia Hardman and Gus Smith.

I am proud to have been able to continue the peer mentoring programme at Ercall Wood. The level of commitment shown
from the peer mentors has once again been outstanding. I am looking forward to working with them throughout the next academic year.

Well done to you all.

Stuart Will
Education Welfare Officer

PEER MENTORS

